
Compare and Contrast A Sky Full of Stars and Mississippi Trial, 1955   
 

Teachers' Note: STANDARDS FOR TEACHING THIS UNIT in 7TH AND 8TH GRADES 

Reading Literature Standards: 

7.RL.1 -- Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.  

7.RL.2 -- Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.  

7.RL.3 -- Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes 

the characters or plot). 

7.RL.6 -- Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 

characters or narrators in a text 

 

8.RL.1 -- Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.   

8.RL.2 -- Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 

course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

8.RL.3 -- Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the 

action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

8.RL.5 -- Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing 

structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

 

Writing Standards: 

7&8.W.1 -- Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and 

evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 

sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among 

claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 



e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 

 

Social Studies Standards: 

7.SP2.1 Analyze multiple factors that influence the perspectives of people during different 

historical eras. 

7.SP3.2 Use evidence drawn from multiple sources to develop and support claims and 

counterclaims in response to compelling questions. 

7.H3.3 Trace how individual rights, freedoms, and responsibilities have evolved over time. 

 

8. SP2.1 Analyze multiple factors that influence the perspectives of people during different 

historical eras. 

8.H3.1 Explain how and why prevailing civil, social, religious, and political movements changed 

the United States during the 20th and 21st centuries. 

  



Name: _________________________________________________ 

Period: _______________________ 

Date: _________________________ 

Compare and Contrast 

A Sky Full of Stars & Mississippi Trial, 1955 
We have just completed reading A Sky Full of Stars and Mississippi Trial, 1955, both novels set 

in the Jim Crow era during and after the murder of Emmett Till in Mississippi, 1955.  

The two main characters, 13-year-old Rose Lee Carter and 16-year-old Hiram Hillburn, have 

very different reactions to Till's murder and ultimately make two very different choices: Rose 

chooses to stay in Mississippi instead of going to live with her mother in Chicago, while Hiram 

leaves his grandfather in Mississippi to return to his family in Phoenix, Arizona. 

Your assignment is to compare and contrast the two main characters' choices using evidence 

from both texts. 

Your final draft essay must have: 

1. A brief introductory paragraph  _____15 pts 

2. A body paragraph ________________75 pts 

      The body paragraph must contain the following: 

      Topic Sentence _________________15 pts  

      3 PI/EEs            _________________ 15 pts / per PI/EE 

 (Point, Information/ Evidence, Explanation) 

      Concluding Sentence ____________ 15 pts 

3. A brief conclusion paragraph _______10 pts 

Total Possible points                                 100  

 

The Writing Process 

You will be given time in class to outline your essay and begin the rough draft of your essay. 

You will also be given time in class to exchange rough drafts and get constructive feedback from 

your classmates. The final draft of your essay may be written on lined notepaper or typed. If it is 

typed, you must use Times New Roman, 12-pt font (what this assignment is written in), and 1" 

margins.  

 



Outline, with Topic Sentence and 3 PI/EEs (30 pts) Due: ________________________________ 

Rough Draft (45 pts) Due Date: ____________________________________________________   

Peer Editing (25 pts) Due Date: ____________________________________________________ 

Essay (100 pts) Due Date: ________________________________________________________ 

 

You may use the attached outline to begin or use your own lined notebook paper. Be sure to note 

page numbers of quotations and which text (book) you took the quotes from to support your 

PI/EEs.  

 

  



Name: _________________________________  
Period: _____________________ 

 

P.I/E.E. Paragraph Outline 
 

  

Topic 
Sentence:______________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________  
Point 1 – 
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________  
Information / Evidence #1 – 
______________________________________________________________________________   
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Explanation #1 – 
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Point 2 – 
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Information / Evidence #2 – 
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Explanation #2 – 
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Point 3 – 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________  
Information / Evidence #3 – 
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________  



Explanation #3 – 
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Concluding sentence: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


